
 

 

 
 

North and South Cowton CP - Assessment Guide 
 
The National Curriculum changed in September 2014 and we 
believe that as a result, North and South Cowton’s Curriculum is 
even more exciting and engaging. Last year we continued to use 
the levels to assess the children and trialled new approaches. This 
year we will be using a new system. 
 
The Swaledale Alliance, as a group of 60 schools that we are part of, 
have all bought into a new tracking system called Target Tracker which 
allows us to record formative (on going) assessment and summative 
assessment on the same tracking system.  
Throughout the year the Swaledale Teaching Alliance will be moderating 
judgements so that schools feel secure in their assessments and the 
new system is robust and effective. 
 
We hope this guide will help you understand how your child’s 
assessments work this year as there have been some significant 
changes.   
 
There are two types of assessment  
 
Formative assessment 
This is on-going and helps staff decide what are the next steps for each 
child and how to plan to meet their learning needs on a day to day basis. 
 
Summative assessment 
This is an end of term assessment which helps us to track children’s 
progress across the year. 
 
 
Assessment for the new curriculum is not based on levels.  Children will 
be assessed against age related expectations for each year group.  
 



 

Each Year group will have an assessment band that corresponds to their 
own year group for example- 
Year 1 = Band 1 
Year 2 = Band 2 
Year 3 = Band 3 
Year 4 = Band 4 
Year 5 = Band 5 
Year 6 = Band 6 
 
Each band will be split into six steps- 
 
B= beginning 
B+ = beginning + 
W = working at 
W+ = working at + 
S = secure 
S+ = mastery of the curriculum at this level. 
 
So if your child is in Year 3 the assessment will range from Band 3B to 
Band 3s+. 
 
It is expected that the majority of pupils will be working within their year 
group band.  However, a few pupils may be working above or below 
their chronological age band. 
 

National Assessments 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (end of Foundation Stage 
assessment.)  This is a developmental mile stone not an assessment 
against a curriculum. 
 
Year 1 phonic test 
Year 2 SATs – new format this year with increased expectations  
Year 6 SATs– new format this year with increased expectations 
 
From Autumn 2016 we are also using teramly summative assessments 
using Puma Maths and Pira Reading. These assessments have been 
tested with a large sample group and most schools in our teaching 
alliance are also using them so we can compare data. 


